produce coal (Tr. 360).  If Toney did not know that the sec-
tion had an inadequate supply of air at the working faces, he
could not possibly have ordered Pittman to produce coal with
knowledge that Pittman did not have adequate ventilation at
the faces.  Third, Pittman stated that his complaint (Exh. Q)
filed in this proceeding was incorrect to the extent that it
states that Toney gave him a choice of having his men help
construct permanent stoppings or run coal because his testi-
mony in this proceeding to the effect that Toney gave him no
choice but to run coal is the correct version of what happened
(Tr. 301) .  Of course, Toney and Thomas both deny that they
ever ordered Pittman to produce coal without having adequate
ventilation (Tr. 1700; 1809).

The discussion above shows that a preponderance of the
evidence fails to support Pittman's claim that Thomas and Toney
ordered him to produce coal with knowledge that he had inade-
quate ventilation at the working faces.

Pittman's Lack of a Watch for Purpose of Taking Air Measurements

Pittman's credibility was rendered an additional blow when
Blankenship testified that when he found the operator of the
continuous-mining machine cutting coal on Pittman's section in
dust so thick that Blankenship could hardly detect the light on
the machine, he stated that he asked Pittman to take an air
reading and Pittman replied that he could not take a reading
because he did not have a watch (Tr. 2006-2007) .  Thomas, who
was not present when Pittman told Blankenship that he lacked a
watch for taking an air reading, subsequently asked Pittman to
take an air reading and Pittman also told Thomas that he could
not take an air reading because of a lack of a watch (Tr. 1899).

After production had been stopped and air had been re-
stored by installing curtains in the Nos. 2 and 3 entries inby
the belt tailpiece, Blankenship asked Pittman to take an air
reading and he was able to do so.  Only about 15 minutes had
elapsed between the(two requests and Blankenship explained
Pittman1 s ability to take an air reading after he had made the
second request, as compared with the first, by stating that he
was not surprised by Pittman1s ability to comply with the
second request that he take an air reading because he had not
believed Pittman when he told him in the first instance that
he lacked a watch for taking an air reading (Tr. 2010).

Pittman claimed that he did not recall ever having told
Blankenship that he had no watch to take an air reading and
that even if he did not have a watch, he could have borrowed
a watch from one of the miners (Tr, 305-306) .  Failure to have
a watch could only have meant that Pittman could not have
taken an air reading at any time during the shift.  Since Pitt-
man had claimed that he did not have even enough air to turn
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